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PRESS RELEASE
Greening Up and Cleaning Up in Cricklade
Cricklade’s communities have been cleaning up and greening up to showcase just how the town comes together to improve its neighbourhoods.  Nine local and very different groups have been working hard towards the RHS It’s Your Neighbourhood campaign, a non competitive scheme where assessments are made on five different levels based on Community Participation, Environmental Responsibility and Gardening Achievement.  The South West Region has the second highest rate of participation in the scheme. 
Last Friday, two Assessors from South West in Bloom including Jon Wheatley, a national Britain in Bloom judge, toured the town to look at each group’s project and spent time talking to volunteers about their work to re-vamp and improve the areas they live in.  The scheme is aimed at community engagement, long term improvements including sustainability, recycling, conservation, litter and graffiti reduction and green space development.   
One of those groups forming part of the tour was Fiddlers Allotments Association, a group of gardeners working on allotments bought by the Town Council for local people less than 2 years ago.  Within this short time, the Association has created a natural environment with sustainable planting and a designated wildflower area including bat boxes to encourage wildlife.  Keen volunteer Vicky McIntosh said “Our members are of all ages, children learn to garden, compost and care for nature with parents and grandparents.  We all take real pride in our achievements here.”
Town Council Chairman and chauffeur for the day, David Tetlow commented “I really enjoyed taking the Assessors around our town.  The efforts of local people to work together to improve the areas they live instills real civic pride and it obviously has a knock-on, positive effect on the local economy and tourism.”
A visit to the Cricklade Bloomers garden behind Lloyds Bank in the High Street - the nerve centre of the town’s success in the Britain in Bloom competition over the last few years - was also part of the tour.  This group is itself also part of the Its Your Neighbourhood Scheme as well as working towards Cricklade’s entry in the Champion of Champion’s 2011 competition – only 1 of 2 towns in England selected for this elite category.  The judging for this takes place on 2nd August.   
Cricklade groups entered into the Its Your Neighbourhood Scheme are: Cricklade Leisure Centre, Thames Pre-School, Fiddlers Allotments, Parsonage Farm Residents, The Bank Garden, Cricklade Fire Station, Jenner Hall, Friends of St Mary’s and Abingdon Court Farm Residents
For more information please contact

Cricklade Bloomers at www.crickladeinbloomm.co.uk or
Mrs Shelley Parker, Town Clerk, Cricklade Town Council, 113 High Street, Cricklade, SN6 6AE 

Telephone – 01793 751394 - E-mail – shelleyparker@cricklade-tc.gov.uk 
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