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    PRESS RELEASE
Barking up the Right Tree
Britain in Bloom 2011 all starts off next weekend and nowhere more so than in Cricklade - the town selected as one of only five finalists in the elite Champion of Champions category. On Saturday, 26th March between 10am – 2pm the whole family is invited along to plant a tree to help create a small new woodland area at Fairview Fields just next to the Rugby Field on the eastern edge of the town.  
Trees make a real difference to how people feel about where they live.  Woods and copses can all help to enhance any area providing a wonderful space for walking or relaxing in. As importantly, trees attract birds and wildlife – the more places we create for this, the more wildlife we will encourage.  Just one oak tree can offer a home to up to 500 species of wildlife.  It takes just over 10 years for new trees to really start to look like a wood with woodland plants beginning to thrive and grow.  In turn, butterflies and insects move in and these tempt birds, bats and other mammals.  All this offers wildlife a haven with vital shelter and food.
Kind to your health and to your pocket, studies have shown that living in a tree-planted green area has a positive impact on well–being by helping to moderate climate, improve air quality, conserve water as well as helping to quieten noise and even pushes up house prices.   
Anita Barratt, Chair of the community group known as Cricklade Bloomers who are driving the latest campaign forward said: “It will be a great day out. All the saplings have been provided free for us by the Royal Horticultural Society in partnership with the Woodland Trust.  Special thanks go to local sponsors Dobbies and Hills Waste. All age groups can come along to plant a tree and create a copse for the next generation to enjoy. There’ll be refreshments too.  No experience necessary, just wellies!”
The UK is one of the least wooded places in Europe – with only 12 per cent cover in comparison with an average of 44 per cent elsewhere in Europe
The UK needs to plant 20m trees each year to have real benefits to people, wildlife and the environment – it currently only plants 6m
RHS Britain in Bloom has teamed up with the Woodland Trust to donate 200,000 trees for communities to plant across the UK to promote the campaign ‘More Trees More Good’ by doubling the amount of native trees and woods in the UK

For more information please contact
Cricklade Bloomers at www.crickladeinbloomm.co.uk or
Mrs Shelley Parker, Town Clerk, Cricklade Town Council, 113 High Street, Cricklade, SN6 6AE 

Telephone – 01793 751394 - E-mail – shelleyparker@cricklade-tc.gov.uk 
