North Meadow National Nature Reserve wins the Royal Horticultural Society Award for Conservation and the Environment.
Natural England has worked constructively with Cricklade’s Britain in Bloom group – ‘the Bloomers’ as they are known locally – for some years. This year has been a big one for Cricklade, winning a total of 14 awards including Best Small Town in the UK. This dedicated band of Cricklade folk have also enthusiastically been developing and maintaining the entranceway to the National Nature Reserve over the last three years. This has made a big difference to the welcome that visitors to the NNR experience.
When the RHS Britain in Bloom Judges visited Cricklade last April the Bloomers felt they had to take them round North Meadow National Nature Reserve as part of their visit. The result – they were so impressed that they decided to give the discretionary award for Conservation and Environment to North Meadow. This is presented to the UK finalist that has best demonstrated duty and commitment to sustainable development issues including management of the flora and fauna in their local environment.
Special Emphasis is Placed on Initiatives that:
· Conserve and maintain local plant and habitat distinctiveness
· Encourage a diversity of flora and fauna
· Increase biodiversity – habitats and wildlife in particular
· Make a contribution and commitment to natural and historic heritage of the local area

At the award ceremony the Judges said: ‘Outstanding – is the term we shall use when describing the fritillary meadow at North Meadow Nature Reserve.  The management of the site and involvement of the local community as well as national bodies, is a credit to the residents of the Town.’

Of Cricklade Town’s and the Bloomer’s wider achievement, the judges said ‘It is the community members themselves that are driving the bloom forward, whether it be in the form of litter picks, watering, weeding or just getting wet and muddy in local ponds.  There seems to be no job that does not get done without a great deal of enthusiasm by the local community.  They are a wonderful example to us all about the impact and importance of community participation.’

Staff in the Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and West of England Team are now looking forward to supporting the Bloomers and the rest of the Cricklade community in going for even bigger awards next year!

Robert S Wolstenholme
Senior Reserve Manager Gloucestershire NNRs

Information for Editors
Small Town Category Award
The Judges said:
All four entries have communities at the very heart of their activities.  It is the community members themselves that are driving the bloom forward, whether it be in the form of litter picks, watering, weeding or just getting wet and muddy in local ponds.  There seems to be no job that does not get done without a great deal of enthusiasm by the local community.  They are a wonderful example to us all about the impact and importance of community participation.
Cricklade proudly boasts that it is the First Town on the Thames.  It is a Town with a rich historical past and traditions that have been retained for the future.  The unique North Meadow with its massed Snakeshead Fritillaries in the spring are an unforgettable experience.  Although the weather was unkind on judging day , the community gave the Judges a warm welcome.
Cricklade is an In Bloom entry with the Community at its heart.
Discretionary Awards
These special awards are presented by the United Kingdom, Royal Horticultural Society, Britain in Bloom Judges to entries that demonstrate excellence in a particular area of the judging criteria.
13 Discretionary Awards are presented.
Conservation & Environment Award
Nominees
Whitehead – Wild Flower Meadow
London Borough of Croydon – Happy Valley
Southsea - Eastly Beach 
Cricklade – North Meadow
Clifton – Avon Gorge
Conservation & Environment Award
Presented to the UK finalist that best demonstrated duty and commitment to sustainable development issues including management of the flora and fauna in their local environment.
Special Emphasis is Placed on Initiatives that:
· Conserve and maintain local plant and habitat distinctiveness
· Encourage a diversity of flora and fauna
· Increase biodiversity – habitats and wildlife in particular
· Make a contribution and commitment to natural and historic heritage of the local area


This is what the Judges said

Outstanding – is the term we shall use when describing the fritillary meadow at North Meadow Nature Reserve.  The management of the site and involvement of the local community as well as national bodies, is a credit to the residents of the Town.

Community Award
Nominees
Perth – Beautiful Scotland
Ravenfield – Yorkshire in Bloom
Mansfield – East Midlands in Bloom
Earsden – Northumbria in Bloom
Cricklade – South West in Bloom

Presented to the finalist deemed to have demonstrated that all sectors of the community have worked together as one

This is what the Judges said

This award is given to Cricklade in respect of their community in bloom approach, which involved virtually everyone including the Fire Station and a great number of volunteers.



More information about the Britain in Bloom campaign and its structure can be found at
http://rhs.org.uk/britaininbloom/GettingStarted/structure.html 








